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SUBJ: BELGIAN PROPOSAL ON TAKING OP HOSTAGES 
REF: BRUSSELS 4432 

1. ALTER MISOFP HEARD PROM VAN BRUSSELIN THAT GOB 

HAD INSTRUCTED MISSION HERE TO TAKE SELECTED SOUNDINGS 
ON HOSTAGES PROPOSAL AMB. SCHAUPELE CALLED AMB. LONGERSTAEY. 

2. SCHAUPELE INPORMED LONGERSTAEY OUR UNDERSTANDING 
THAT GOB WOULD TAKE NO PURTHER STEPS ON THIS MATTER 
UNTIL US HAD HAD OPPORTUNITY TO EXPLORE MATTER AGAIN 
(SEE PARA 4 REFTEL). SHCAUPELE ALSO POINTED OUT THAT 
TAKING OP SOUNDINGS AT DELICATE PERIOD IN PROCEEDINGS 

OP TERRORISM COMMITTEE MIGHT ENDANGER WHATEVER WE AND 
LIKE-MINDED STATES INCLUDING BELGIUM MIGHT HOPE TO 
SALVAGE PROM COMMITTEE DELIBERATIONS. 

3. LONGERSTAEY SAID HE ASSUMED THAT THOSE PRESENT AT 
LUNCHEON MEETING AUG. I HAD GONE BACK TO DAVIGNON 
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LONGERSTEAY SAID HE UNDER INSTRUCTIONS START IMMEDIATE 
SOUNDINGS BUT WILL NOT BEGIN BEEORE MONDAY. HE SUGGESTED 
THAT WE MAY WISH TAKE UT UP WITH EOREIGN MINISTRY AGAIN 
BUT WAS RELUCTANT TO DO SO HIMSELE. SAID HE UNDER 
INSTRUCTIONS TAKE SOUNDINGS WITH OTHER 8 EC MEMBERS, 

INDIA, YUGOSLAVIA AND ZAIRE PLUS 2 LA MEMBERS SECURITY 
COUNCIL. EIRST MEETING HE HAS SCHEDULED IS WITH DUTCH 
ON MONDAY, EOLLOWED BY PERU ON TUESDAY AND ZAIRE WEDNESDAY, 
WHICH HE THOUGHT WERE ALL EAVORABLE TO OUR GENERAL CONCERNS 
ABOUT TERRORISM. SCHAUEELE POINTED OUT THAT ZAIRE IS 
MEMBER OP TERRORISM COMMITTEE AND WHATEVER PERM REP'S 
PERSONAL CONVICTIONS ARE HE WILL BE PUT UNDER PRESSURE BY 
OTHER APRICANS. AND NON-ALIGNED. 

4. COMMENT: UNDER THESE CIRCUMSTANCES AND IN VIEW OP 
CLEAR ASSURANCES EURNISHED BY EOURDIN AUG. 1 WE STRONGLY 
URGE THAT BRUSSELS BE INSTRUCTED REQUEST POSTPONEMENT THIS 
ACTION AT LEAST UNTIL SITUATION IN TERRORISM COMMITTEE 
SOMEWHAT CLEARER. 

5. ACTUALLY ON BASIS OUR KNOWLEDGE OE THE ATTITUDES OP 
OTHER EC MEMBERS HERE WE SUSPECT RESULTS OP SOUNDINGS MAY 
WELL BE NEGAATIVE AND WILL BE DESIRABLE PROM OUT POINT 

OP VIEW. HOWEVER WE BELIEVE THEY SOMEWHAT PREMATURE. 

BENNETT 


CONPIDENTIAL 
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